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Join the Adventure! - Marcus Huff 

Would you rather go on a trip or an 

adventure?  What do these two similar but 
very different words mean to you?  
 

These were some of the questions we asked 
our followers on our Facebook page this 
summer.  These basic questions came about 
as we, as staff, struggled with the identity, 
impact, and experiences of the mission trips. 
 

Going on 12 years now we have been leading 
mission trips into various remote coastal 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘǊƛǇέ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ 
used synonymously with the experience of 
going out and sharing the gospel in an area 
that is typically foreign to our own.  But as 
ǿŜ ǿǊŜǎǘƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǘǊƛǇέ ǿŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ 
ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛŦ ƳŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜέ 
would provide a better clarity and 
understanding to the authenticity of the true 
experience at hand. 
 

Mission trips have become trendy today for 
all ages, but most especially teens across 
North America.  They have taken the place of 
summer camp experiences and become the 
focus of many youth groups.  I, for one, am 
happy to see missions as a popular and 
άǘǊŜƴŘȅέ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ŀƴ 
opportunity to equip people of all ages for 
ministry in real and tangible ways. 
 

But our goal as the BCMBS is not only to 
reach those who do not know Christ but to 
equip and provide a mission experience to 
those who join us for missions and ministry 
as well.  And this is what led us to 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǘǊƛǇΦέ 
 

CƻǊ ǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǘǊƛǇέ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǳǇ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ 
of piling into the family van and taking a 
family road trip to an amusement park or 
maybe jumping in a plane and heading to an 
all inclusive resort some place warm.  For us, 
ŀ άǘǊƛǇέ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
planned and taken care of and all we need to 
do was show up and enjoy the experience.  
And for some, this is what they are looking 
for as they go on a mission trip. 
 

But as we reflected on our own experiences 
and hopes for those who engaged with our 
ministry, we wanted to stretch this concept a 
bit, and as we did this, we came across the 
ǿƻǊŘ άŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΦέ  CƻǊ ǳǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
realities of missions.  In an adventure, you 
prepare yourself and gather the resources 
and materials needed.  You know going into 
the adventure that, at times, you will be 
stretched and challenged, but at the same 
time you will get to a place where you can 
look back and be amazed at the things that 
have taken place along the way.  For us, this 
brought memories of a 7-day backpacking 

trip over the continental divide, climbing a 
mountain, and how we had experienced 
missions. 
 

For us as staff, we see our ministry and 
personal walks of faith as an adventure.  We 
have hurdles, days that bring us great joy 
and others that demand for us to be 
stretched and challenged.  But just like in life, 
on a mission adventure you are not asked to 
do this alone but by the aid of God and with 
a team of supporters, friends, and family 
who can help you along the way and 
celebrate alongside you.   
 

Some days I have to admit, I wish things 
ǿŜǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǘǊƛǇΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ LΩƳ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ 
and beautifully reminded that this is not the 
case.  I believe that God calls us into an 
adventure, one where His strength, glory, 
and grace shine bright. 
 

So as we approach each new mission 
adventure, we will continue to seek and 
engage all those around us in the adventure 
of missions.  We will work with the trends 
and seek to sustain them as we engage both 
our teams and mission fields in real practical 
experiences that sometimes require us to be 
stretched and to prepare. 
 

So would I rather go on a trip or adventure?  
Adventure, no question! 



Ministry in the Unexpected  - Logan Paulgaard 
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This summer, 18-year old Logan Paulgaard,  travelled to the village 

of Kingcome, in Kingcome inlet, BC, for his 3rd year, with his team 
from Walnut Grove Lutheran Church in Langley, BC.  We asked him 
to share his experience with us and you as to how he saw God work 
in ways outside his expectations.... 
 

ά!ǎ ƛǘǎ ƴŀƳŜ Ƴŀȅ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƛǎ ƴŜǎǘƭŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƴƭŜǘ ŀƴŘ 
surrounded by mountains. Boating in every summer is nothing short 
ƻŦ ōǊŜŀǘƘǘŀƪƛƴƎΤ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ōƻƻƪǎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀŘŜ 
the scene all the more beautiful this year is that people greeted us 
on the beach. There was something very profound in that act of love 
that they had for us.  Every year [the people of Kingcome] have been 
drawing closer to us and us to them; which has been beautiful to 
see.   
 

.ŜŦƻǊŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜΩŘ Řƻ ŀ ±ŀŎŀǘƛƻƴ .ƛōƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ƪƛŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜΩŘ Ǉƭŀȅ ƎŀƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŜƴǎ 
during the evenings. Last year, we were honoured to be invited to 
the annual youth conference in Kingcome. The conference hosts 
workshops, teaching the young people in the village and the visiting 
youth about their First Nations culture and history. In the afternoons 
we have a daycare for the younger kids, and have continued playing 
games with the young people in the evenings.  
 

One of the things that have been a transition for me in going to the 
ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳΧ  ώōǳǘϐ ǿƘŀǘ 
gave me peace was understanding that our purpose is to build 
relationships with these people and to have influence in their lives.  
Being part of their lives, we can point them to the hope that we 
have in opportune moments.  Going to the conference, instead of  

having our own VBS has furthered our purpose and relationships.      
If the conference is the way that God wants to work through our 
team, then I gain a great amount of peace from that. 
 

Midway through the week, I had one particularly defining 
experience.  While in an all-ages soccer tournament, I accidently 
slide-ǘŀŎƪƭŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƻŀƭƪŜŜǇŜǊΩǎ ŀƴƪƭŜΣ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ 
away as I had intended.  The goalkeeper was taken to the health 
centre in the village by the student nurse on our mission team.  I was 
later informed that she needed to be flown via helicopter to the 
nearest place where she could get an x-ray.   
 

As I sat with her and her family waiting for the helicopter, we talked 
about her kids and what was going on in her life. Looking out into 
the downpour of rain and the clouds covering the mountain tops, 
she explained that she was in her forties and had been visiting the 
village for the conference.  When we had been talking a while, the 
leader of our mission team, Lynn, came and prayed with her.  I was 
glad that Lynn did that because it was something that I was not 
comfortable with doing.  
 

The next day, she phoned from Port McNeil to say that her ankle 
was sprained.  In one sense that was a great relief, compared to a 
broken ankle.  That evening, a good friend of hers gave me a 
necklace and a ring, to signify that I was a part of the family that the 
village of Kingcome is.   
 

This year, more than ever, I felt like a member of that little village, 
nestled between the mountains.  Through God, I was able to build a 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƻ 
Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻΦέ 

Walnut Grove Mission team: Divya, Melissa, Lynn, Logan, Alaina 



So often we get so wrapped up in a do, do, 

do mode of ministry or life that we forget to 
simply be.  This summer we worked hard 
άŘƻƛƴƎέ ōǳǘ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƛƳŜ 
ǘƻ άōŜέ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŀǎ 
for us each to take our own one-on-one time 
ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ  ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ άōŜέ ƛƴ 
ministry with each other as a staff too.   This 
summer, we had the privilege of bringing 
aboard two staff, Jessica Pixner and Jordan 
Mayer, who added great gifts and talents to 
our ministry.  But, as we wrestled with this 
idea of being in ministry as a staff, it was 
revealed that they also brought along a 
secret desire to learn to surf. 
 

So, on a few occasions this past summer you 
would have found us covered in black 5mm 
neoprene wetsuits, shivering on Long Beach, 
BC and attempting the seemingly impossible 
task of surfing.  But this whole experience 
was more than just riding waves or getting 
ǿŀǘŜǊƭƻƎƎŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ƛƴ άōŜƛƴƎέ ƛƴ 
ministry amongst ourselves; the staff.  These 
short trips provided real opportunities for us 
to support each other through discovering 
new interests, new music, road trip 
conversations of joys and struggles, trying to 
set up a tent in the dark, and tons of 
laughter that may not have occurred if we 
ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ άōŜέΦ  ²Ŝ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ 
took the time to share our gifts and talents 
with each other but to embrace the  

 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ άōŜέ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ 
creation and sit in awe around the campfire, 
take a hike in the woods and even on a surf 
board as we rode the waves. 
 

This summer, we were able to experience 
ǎǳǊŦƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ άōŜέ ƛƴ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 
among our staff.  We embraced the time to 
grow stronger in the relationships God had 
formed around us and support each other as 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  And from 
there, we were truly able to work as a 
ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǘŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ  
our friends in the coastal communities. 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǿŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀōƻǳǘ άŘƻƛƴƎέ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ōǳǘ άōŜƛƴƎέ ƛƴ 
ministry that made the difference.  And as a 
bonus we even learned to surf! 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ǎǳǊŦƛƴƎ ǘǊƛǇǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
opportunity to rest, try something new, get 
ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōŜƘƻƭŘ DƻŘΩǎ 
ƳŀƧŜǎǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦέ            
- Jordan 
 
άDƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǊƛǇǎ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ 
be vulnerable with each other in trying 
something new like surfing.  It really broke 
down some barriers and allowed us to work 
amazingly together throughout the 
ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦέ                                                               
- Jessica 
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Summer BC Mission Boat Staff: Jessica, Marcus & Jordan 

Jordan & Jessica With the Surfboard 

Need prayer?  
 

Prayer requests are handled with  
confidentiality, trust, and respect.  

Feel free to call our office for FREE at  
anytime, 1-877-303-2323.   

If no one is available to take your call, 
leave a message, and we will call you back 

as soon as we can! 

www.facebook.com/BCMBS 


